ANTHROPOLOGY 120:  THE FAMILY


Fall 2006


M, W, F  9:00-9:50, HSSB 1174


Dr. Patricia Taber


Office/Hrs:  HSSB 2041 / M & F 10:00-11:00, or by appointment


ptaber@anth.ucsb.edu


Course Website:  www.anth.ucsb.edu/faculty/ptaber/Courses








	People in all societies recognize a group of relatives who comprise the basic social unit called the family.  This does not mean, however, that all societies define the family in the same way.  Humans have developed a wide variety of family types and marriage practices.  The kinds of societies that anthropologists have traditionally studied have stimulated a strong interest in families, along with larger systems of kinship and marriage because these are central to social organization and to many, or in some cases all, other aspects of culture.  In this course, we will examine the ways in which anthropologists study and theorize the family in its various forms, and read a variety of ethnographic accounts highlighting various aspects.  The first part of the course will be devoted to familiarization with basic kinship terms and concepts related to marriage and family.  We will explore the ways in which family systems inform concepts of gender and personhood, define roles and relationships between individuals and groups, articulate with other aspects of society, and change over time.  We will read several ethnographic accounts of diverse marriage patterns, family configurations, conceptions of parenthood, and divisions of labor.  In the second half of the course, we will compare and examine in-depth five non-western marriage and family systems. 








Required Texts:


1.  Seymour, Susan C.


	1999  Women, Family, and Child Care in India: A World in Transition.  Cambridge University 	Press.


2.  Stockard, Janice E.


	2002  Marriage in Culture: Practice and Meaning Across Diverse Societies. Belmont, CA: 	Wadsworth/Thomson.


3.  A Course Reader, available at Alternative Copy in Isla Vista.


One copy of the books and reader will be placed on reserve at the library.








Website:  www.anth.ucsb.edu/faculty/ptaber/Courses


The Course Website will have 5 components:


1)  A copy of this Course Syllabus


2)  Weekly Study Questions from which the exam questions will be drawn


3)  Notices –announcements, pertinent information.  You are advised to check this page regularly.


4)  Forum – A link to the LSIT forums page where you may register to engage in discussions and form 	study groups with fellow students in the course via on-line postings.  The URL for this forum is:  	http://forums.lsit.ucsb.edu  


5)  Link to UCSB Library Ereserve, where the readings for the first 2 weeks are posted in PDF.








Grades


Students will be evaluated on the basis of 3 components:


1.  One written exam at the beginning of Week 6:  	40%


2.  One term paper:  					40%


3.  One oral presentation:  				20% 


There will be NO FINAL EXAM.





Exam will be short answer and short essay, based on the readings, lectures and films (if any).  Questions will be drawn from the Study Questions posted on the web site.  Assessment will be based on how well you creatively and critically integrate concepts with specific examples from the readings, films, and lectures. Grading will be based on a curve.  There will be NO MAKE-UP EXAM, NO MAKE-UP OF ANY KIND.  If you miss the exam, your grade for the exam will be one grade lower than what you receive on your final paper.  





Term Paper


For the term paper, you will take some aspect of family life in India as described by Seymour (e.g., division of labor, parenting, socialization, gender relations, marriage practices, family and kinship structure, etc.), and compare it with that of one of the cultures described in Stockard.  The paper must also include references from at least 3 of the other readings from the class. The papers should be around 8 pages, double-spaced, 12 pt. font.  Students should use theoretical ideas, concepts and ethnographic materials from the course readings to analyze and compare the ethnographies, and should include properly formatted references and bibliography.  Any journalistic style is acceptable for the references, but they must be consistent.  The papers may also reference other sources, such as journal or newspaper articles, library books, films etc.  You are encouraged to turn in a draft of your paper before the deadline to receive feedback and make improvements before handing in the final version.  


Term papers will be due on or before the last day of class, FRIDAY, DECEMBER 8, IN CLASS.  Late papers will drop one full grade for each day they are late.





Note: Plagiarism is the appropriation of someone else’s ideas, data, or words and submitting them as one’s own.  When the ideas of others are presented, whether from a book, article, lecture, website, or film, they must be attributed to that source.  Special care should be taken when paraphrasing to cite sources correctly and to use quotation marks around exact words from source materials.   Plagiarism constitutes theft and deceit and will result in automatic failure of the course.  If you have any questions or doubts about this issue in writing your paper, please consult with the instructor.


�Oral Presentation


Students will give a 10-minute oral presentation of their work in progress on their term papers during the last 4 weeks of class.  The class will be expected to participate in question and answer after each presentation.  





























CLASS CALENDAR





Week 1  (9/29):   INTRODUCTION


The Study of Kinship and Family


Read:  (Available on Eres in the library)


	Gough, “The Origin of the Family”


	Collier, et al, “Is There a Family?”





Week 2  (10/2-10/6):  KINSHIP & GENDER


On Eres:


	Leichter and Mitchell, “Kinship Concepts”


	Holy, “First Principles” in Anthropological Perspectives on Kinship


	Klein, “Wife, Mother, Sister, Daughter: Gender in the Family” in Women and Men in World 		Cultures


	Kimmel, “The Gendered Family” in The Gendered Society


Recommended:  Keesing, “Kinship in Evolutionary Perspective” and “Kinship and Descent” in Kin 		Groups and Social Structure	


Start reading:  Seymour, Women, Family, and Child Care in India


	


Week 3  (10/9-10/13):  MARRIAGE AND FAMILY


Course Reader: 


	Holy, “Kinship and the Domestic Domain”


	Bernard, “The Husband’s Marriage and the Wife’s Marriage”


	Heaphy, “‘Sex, Money and the Kitchen Sink’”


	Stone, “Gay Marriage and Anthropology”


	Lewin, “Why Marriage?”


	Pash, “Gay Fathers Define Family in Local Communities”


	Blackwood, “Marriage and the ‘Missing’ Man”


	Blumenfield, “Walking Marriages”


	Kilbride, “Plural and Same-Sex Marriages”


	Adams, “Black Women’s Desires for ‘Traditional’ Marriages”





Week 4  (10/16-10/20):  MARRIAGE AND FAMILY - ETHNOGRAPHY


Course Reader:


	Goldstein, “When Brothers Share a Wife”


	Geertz, “Life Without Fathers or Husbands”


	Burch, “Marriage and Divorce Among the North Alaskan Eskimos”


	Allison, “The Meaning and Place of Work” and “Family and Home”


	Lindholm and Lindholm, “Life Behind the Veil”


	Egan, “The Persistence of Polygamy”


	Jankowiak, “In the Name of the Father”


	Wolf, “Uterine Families and the Women’s Community”


	Stack, “Domestic Networks: ‘Those You Count On’”

















Week 5  (10/23-10/27):  PARENTING, GENDER ROLES AND DIVISION OF LABOR


Course Reader:


	Small, “Our Babies, Ourselves,” and “How Many Fathers Are Best for a Child?”


	Hewlett, “The Cultural Nexus of Aka Father-Infant Bonding”


	Townsend, “Fatherhood and the Mediating Role of Women”


	Scheper-Hughes, “Mother’s Love:  Death Without Weeping”


	Brown, “A Note on the Division of Labor by Sex”


	Friedl, “Society and Sex Roles”


	Estioko-Griffin and Griffin, “Daughters of the Forest”


	Stacey, “The Making and Unmaking of Modern Families”


	





****MIDTERM EXAM – FRIDAY, NOV. 3rd****








Week 6  (10/30-11/3):  MARRIAGE IN FOUR CULTURES


Book:  Stockard, Marriage in Culture


	





Weeks 7-10  (11/6-12/8):  ORAL PRESENTATIONS & DISCUSSION


Book:  Seymour, Women, Family, and Child Care in India





HOLIDAYS:	Veterans’ - Fri. 11/10


			Thanksgiving - Thur & Fri 11/23-24.








****TERM PAPERS DUE FRIDAY, DECEMBER 8 IN CLASS****
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