
ANTHROPOLOGY 142:  PEOPLES AND CULTURES OF INDIA

Spring 2006

Tue. And Thur.  9:30-10:45, HSSB 1173

Dr. Patricia Taber

Office/Hrs:  HSSB 2041 / Tue. & Thur. 11:00-12:00, or by appointment

ptaber@anth.ucsb.edu

Course Website:  www.anth.ucsb.edu/faculty/ptaber/Courses

TA:  John Warneke:  HSSB 2048, hours Mon. 11-12, Tue. 12-1, jwarneke@umail.ucsb.edu


"All of us who wear cotton clothes, use the decimal system, enjoy the taste of chicken, play chess, or roll dice, and seek peace of mind or tranquility through meditation are indebted to India." (Wolpert 1991).  Today, as it enters the 21st century as the world’s largest democracy of 1.1 billion people, India is becoming a world economic and political force to be reckoned with.  This course is designed as an introduction to India, its history, and its vast array of cultures and peoples.  One cannot hope to cover every aspect of this complex country in a lifetime, much less in ten weeks, but the aim is to facilitate a greater understanding of India past and present, and to provide a starting point for further explorations, whether through travel, research, or the many cultural offerings that India has bestowed (food, film, literature, music, dance, philosophy, art, to name but a few).  The course will cover such topics as key unifying themes of Indian culture, caste, kinship and family organization, village life, urban life, ethnic minorities, contemporary problems and globalization.

Required Texts:

1.  Srinivas, M.N., The Remembered Village
2.  Shurmer-Smith, Pamela, India:  Globalization and Change

3.  A Course Reader, available at Alternative Copy in Isla Vista.

One copy of the books and reader will be placed on reserve at the library.

Grades
Students will be evaluated on the basis of 2 written exams. The exams will be short answer and short essay, based on the readings AND lectures AND films.  The midterm may have a take-home component.  The final exam will be comprehensive, and counts twice the midterm (midterm: 100 points, final: 200 points, total 300).  Assessment will be based on how well you creatively and critically integrate concepts with examples from the readings, films, and lectures.  Grading will be based on a curve.  There will be NO MAKE-UP EXAMS.  If you miss the midterm, one-half of your score from the final minus 10 points will be substituted.  No exceptions.  If for some reason you have difficulty meeting these requirements, it is up to you to seek help from the instructor or TA BEFORE exams.  It is up to the student to obtain information for missed films or lectures.  Some films may be available for viewing at Kerr Hall Room 1204.

Website:  www.anth.ucsb.edu/faculty/ptaber/Courses
The Course Website will have 5 components:

1)  A copy of this Course Syllabus
2)  Weekly Study Questions from which the exam questions will be drawn

3)  Notices –announcements, pertinent information, exam scores.  You are advised to check this 
page 
regularly.

4)  Forum – A link to the LSIT forums page where you may register to engage in discussions and form 
study groups with fellow students in the course via on-line postings.  The URL for this forum is:  
http://forums.lsit.ucsb.edu  

5)  Link to UCSB Library Ereserve, where the first two articles of the reader and any subsequent 
additions to the reading list will be posted in PDF.  The password for this course is “news.”

Note: Plagiarism is the appropriation of someone else’s ideas, data, or words and submitting them as one’s own.  When the ideas of others are presented, whether from a book, article, lecture, website, or film, they must be attributed to that source.  Special care should be taken when paraphrasing to cite sources correctly and to use quotation marks around exact words from source materials.   Plagiarism constitutes theft and deceit and will result in automatic failure of the course.  If you have any questions or doubts about this issue in writing your paper, please consult with the instructor.


CLASS CALENDAR
Week 1:   INTRODUCTION

Introduction to the Course, and Brief History of India

Read:  Wolpert,  “Historic Prologue”

Begin reading Srinivas, The Remembered Village

Week 2:  CONCEPTUALIZING INDIA
Read:  Opler, “North Indian Themes”



Alam, “Tradition in India Under Interpretive Stress”



Inden, “Orientalist Constructions of India”

Week 3:  CASTE AND RELIGION

Read:  Fuller, “Popular Hinduism and Indian Society”



Kakar, “The Hindu World Image”



Lamb, “The Making and Unmaking of Persons”

Week 4:  MARRIAGE AND FAMILY
Read:
Mitter, “Female Propriety:  Streedharma”



Jeffery and Jeffery, “Introduction,” “Queen Today,” “She’s Brought Plenty of Wealth,” and 




“A Woman Should Die Before Her Husband”

Week 5:  COLONIALISM AND WOMEN
Read:
Chatterjee, “Colonialism, Nationalism, and Colonialized Women”


****MIDTERM EXAM – THURSDAY MAY 4th****
Week 6 (5/9, 5/11):  MARRIAGE AND FAMILY
Read:
Mitter, “Female Propriety:  Streedharma”



Jeffery and Jeffery, “Introduction,” “Queen Today,” “She’s Brought Plenty of Wealth,” and 




“A Woman Should Die Before Her Husband”

Week 7 (5/16, 5/18):  COLONIALISM AND WOMEN
Read:
Chatterjee, “Colonialism, Nationalism, and Colonialized Women”


Week 8 (5/23, 5/25):  CLASS

Read:  Beteille, “The Indian Middle Class”



Varma, “The Relevance of Beginnings,” and “The Writing on the Wall”

Week 9 (5/30, 6/1):  INTO THE 21st CENTURY

Read:  Metcalf and Metcalf, “Democratic India in the Nineties”



Waldman, “All Roads Lead to Cities”



Bhide, “As Cash Flows In, India Goes Out to Eat”



India Abroad, “Why There Are No Indian Muslims in al Qaeda”



Sengupta, “U.S. Gives India Applause”



Rai, “Indians Find They Can Go Home Again”

Week 10 (6/6, 6/8) 
Read:  Finish Srinivas

****FINAL EXAM TUESDAY, JUNE 13, 8:00-11:00 AM****

(Ventura Final Thursday June 8, 4:00-6:35 pm)
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