
ANTHROPOLOGY 143 - INTRODUCTION TO 
CONTEMPORARY SOCIAL THEORY 

Spring 2009 
Monday 4:00-6:35, UCSB Ventura
Dr.  Patricia Taber:  ptaber@anth.ucsb.edu
Office Hrs:  Mon 6:35-7:35 p.m. in Ventura, Mon 10:00-11:00 a.m. by e-mail

Course Website:  www.anth.ucsb.edu/faculty/ptaber/Courses 

Course Overview
This course is designed to introduce students to some of the main themes, issues and thinkers in contemporary social theory from an anthropological perspective.  We will begin with a brief review of anthropological theory from mid-20th century to the present, followed by a review of Marx, Durkheim and Weber.  We will then move on to contemporary theory beginning with the interpretive turn in anthropology, and issues related to ethnographic representation and political economy. We will discuss the implications of globalization and explore the various debates, theories, and methods that have arisen with regard to the problem of how to represent, i.e., describe and analyze, “culture” in a postmodern world.  The latter half of the course will deal with challenges arising from postcolonial, postmodern, and feminist critiques.  All of the required readings are contained in the course reader available at Alternative Copy in Ventura and Isla Vista.  One copy of the reader will be placed on reserve at the UCSB library.

Requirements

The course will be run as a seminar rather than as a series of lectures, and part of the students’ grades will be based upon class participation.  There will be readings assigned for each class meeting, and students will be expected to discuss that week’s readings in class.  For each week’s readings, students will submit at least four (preferably typed) questions which they think would make good discussion or essay exam questions, and be prepared to discuss them.  There will be a short-answer/essay quiz each class meeting on the previous week’s readings.  You may throw out your lowest score for one of the eight quizzes.  There will be no make-ups.  There will be one required paper of at least 6 pages in length.  There will be no midterm or final exam.

Term Papers

Each student will write a term paper (double-spaced, 12 pt. font, ~6 pages) on one of the topics covered in Weeks 1-10.  The paper must integrate at least three of the course readings.  Other materials may also be cited in addition to the required three.  Since this course fulfils the general education writing requirement, evaluations will be based upon proper grammar, spelling and punctuation, as well as content.  Papers should include a properly formatted bibliography.  Any journalistic style is acceptable for the references, but they must be consistent.  The paper will be due on the final day of class, Monday, June 1st.  On this day, students will critique each other’s papers in class.  Students may then revise their papers and submit a final version before noon on Friday, June 5th in my UCSB Anthropology Department mailbox, HSSB 2nd Floor.   If they wish, students may submit a draft of their paper to me for critique any time before the final day of class on June 1st.
Grades

20%  Class participation including written questions and in-class critique of fellow students’ papers

50%  8 Quizzes

30%  Final paper

Note: Plagiarism is the appropriation of someone else’s ideas, data, or words and submitting them as one’s own.  When the ideas of others are presented, whether from a book, article, lecture, or website, they must be attributed to that source.  Special care should be taken when paraphrasing to cite sources correctly and to use quotation marks around exact words from source materials.   Plagiarism constitutes theft and deceit and will result in automatic failure of the course.  If you have any questions or doubts about this issue in writing your paper, please consult with the instructor.


Website:  www.anth.ucsb.edu/faculty/ptaber/Courses
The Course Website has 3 components:

1)  A copy of this Course Syllabus

2)  Weekly study questions from which the quiz questions will be drawn

3)  Notices –announcements, pertinent information  

CLASS CALENDAR
WEEK 1 (3/30):  Course Introduction - Overview of Anthropological Theory
WEEK 2 (4/6):  Foundations - Marx
WEEK 3 (4/13):  Foundations – Durkheim and Weber
WEEK 4 (4/20):  Interpretive Anthropology, Issues of Ethnographic Representation
WEEK 5 (4/27):  Political Economy, World Systems, Globalization
WEEK 6 (5/4): Nationalism, Colonialism and Postcolonial Conditions
WEEK 7 (5/11):  Postmodernism, Foucault 
WEEK 8 (5/18):  Poststructuralism – Bourdieu, Feminism
WEEK 9 – MEMORIAL DAY - NO CLASS

WEEK 10 (6/1) - Quiz 8 and Draft of Final Paper due, In-class Critiques

Friday 6/5 – FINAL PAPER DUE BY NOON
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