
ANTHROPOLOGY 2
INTRODUCTION TO CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGY

Summer 2009 Session A
Mon -Thur 2:00-3:10, HSSB 1174
Dr. Patricia Taber

ptaber@anth.ucsb.edu

Office/Hrs:  HSSB 2041 / Mon & Thur 12:30-1:30 

TA: Molly Green, mkgreen@umail.ucsb.edu, HSSB 2048, Wed 11:30-1:30
Course Website:  www.anth.ucsb.edu/faculty/ptaber/Courses


In this course, you will learn what anthropologists do, and how they go about doing it.  We will trace the development of anthropological thought and the various perspectives it has provided to the understanding of human societies and cultures.  We will study various groups of people in order to gain insights into why and how humans are different and how and why we are similar.  The ultimate goal is to arrive at a broader and deeper understanding of ourselves and others as social beings in a rapidly changing world.

Course Objectives:

-
To provide an overview of the discipline of anthropology, with an emphasis on 



understanding methods, theoretical frameworks, and history 


-
To promote a "real world" perspective on the dynamics of cultural diversity, 



globalization, and cultural change

-
To hone your critical thinking and discussion skills

-
To explore contemporary issues and controversies from an anthropological 



perspective 

Course Readings:

1.  Ferraro, Gary, Cultural Anthropology: An Applied Perspective, Wadsworth 8th Ed.
2.  Lee, Richard, The Dobe Ju/'hoansi.  Wadsworth.  Third Edition
3.  A Course Reader, available at Alternative Copy Shop, 6556 Pardall Rd., Isla Vista

One copy of each of these will be on 2-hour reserve in the library.

Grades
You will be evaluated on the basis of 2 written exams conducted at the end of the 3rd and 6th weeks. The exams will be short answer and short essay, based on the readings AND lectures AND films.  The final exam will focus on material from the second half of the course, but may require integration of concepts from the first half.  Assessment will be based on how well you creatively and critically integrate concepts with specific examples from the readings, films, and lectures. Each exam is worth 100 points, for a total of 200.  Grading will be based on a curve.  There will be NO MAKE-UP EXAMS.  If you miss an exam, your grade for the missed exam will be one grade lower than what you receive on the other one.  No exceptions.  If for some reason you have difficulty meeting these requirements, it is up to you to seek help from the instructor and/or teaching assistant BEFORE exams.  

Extra Credit: You may earn extra credit by writing ~2 page (double-spaced, 12-pt) papers for the films we will see in the course. These should include a one- or two-paragraph synopsis or summary of the film's main ideas and plot. You should then comment regarding particular points and issues raised in the film relevant to topics discussed in the course. You may earn between 1 and 3 points for each paper, with a maximum accumulation of 10 extra credit points for the quarter. Evaluation of the papers will be based upon how well you use and integrate materials from the course readings and lectures to comment on the film. These must be handed in one week after the showing of the film. For example, a film shown on Thursday will be due by the following Thursday’s class.  Films will be available for viewing in the Kerr Hall Learning Lab after they are shown in class.  I may also put other films not shown in class in the Learning Lab.  Extra credit papers for films shown in class will still be due one week after they are shown in class whether you watch them in class or in the Learning Lab.  Papers for any additional films not shown in class that may be listed on the Notices page of the course website will be due the last day of class, Thursday, July 30th.

Note: Plagiarism is the appropriation of someone else’s ideas, data, or words and submitting them as one’s own.  When the ideas of others are presented, whether from a book, article, lecture, website, or film, they must be attributed to that source.  Special care should be taken when paraphrasing to cite sources correctly and to use quotation marks around exact words from source materials.   Plagiarism constitutes theft and deceit and will result in automatic failure of the course.  If you have any questions or doubts about this issue in writing your paper, please consult with the instructor or TA.


Website:  www.anth.ucsb.edu/faculty/ptaber/Courses  (be sure to use capital ‘C’ for 

‘Courses’)
The Course Website will have 4 components:

1)  A copy of this Course Syllabus
2)  Weekly Study Questions from which the exam questions will be drawn

3)  Notices – announcements, pertinent information, exam curves, links to lecture slides.  
You are strongly advised to check this page regularly.

4)  Forum – where you may register to engage in discussions and form study groups with 
fellow students via on-line postings.  

CLASS CALENDAR
Week One 6/22-6/26:  STUDYING CULTURES - ANTHROPOLOGY, CULTURE, 


METHODS

The discipline of Anthropology and its four subfields, 5 hallmarks, definition(s) of culture, ethnocentrism, cultural relativism, emic/etic, nature/nurture, cultural universals, enculturation, socialization, holism, ethnography, fieldwork, culture shock, participant-observation.

Read:  Ferraro: Chapters 1, 2, 5
Lee: Chapters 1-3
Reader: Miner, Chagnon

Films:  A Man Called Bee, and !Nai, Portrait of a !Kung Woman 
Week Two 6/29-7/3:  HISTORY AND THEORY IN ANTHROPOLOGY,  LANGUAGE

***NO SECTION Friday, July 3rd – Independence Day Holiday***

Evolutionism, diffusionism, American historicism, functionalism, structuralism, neoevolutionism, cultural materialism, interpretive and psychological anthropology, postmodernism.  Language and culture, the Sapir-Whorf hypothesis.

Read:  Ferraro: Chapter 4, 6
Lee: Chapter 4
Reader: Tannen
Week Three 7/6-7/10: SUBSISTENCE STRATEGIES, ECONOMIC EXCHANGE

Gathering and hunting, horticulture, pastoralism, agriculture, industrialization.  Reciprocity, redistribution, market exchange.

Read:  Ferraro: Chapters 7, 8
Lee: Chapters 5-7
Reader: Harris

Film:  Ongka's Big Moka
Week Four 7/13-7/17:  KINSHIP AND SOCIAL ORGANIZATION, GENDER

***Monday July 13:  MIDTERM EXAM ***

Marriage rules, economics, residence patterns, family structure, kinship classification systems, descent groups, sex and gender, gender roles, ideologies, stratification.
Read:  Ferraro: Chapters 9-11.
Lee: Chapter 8
Reader: Goldstein, Weiner 

Film:  Dadi's Family
Week Five 7/20-7/24: POLITICAL ORGANIZATION, SOCIAL STRATIFICATION

Bands, tribes, chiefdoms, and states, formal and informal social control, egalitarian, rank and stratified societies, theories of stratification, race, gender, and class inequality.

Read:  Ferraro: Chapters 12, 13
Lee: Chapters 9-11
Reader: Gates, Balikci

Film:  Dead Birds
Week Six 7/27-7/31: RELIGION & WORLD VIEW, CULTURE CHANGE, 



GLOBALIZATION

Social and psychological functions of religion, witchcraft and sorcery, types of religious organization, revitalization cults.  Diffusion, acculturation, cultural survival, urbanization, development, globalization.

Read: Ferraro: Chapters 14, 16
Lee: Chapters 12 &13
Reader: Chagnon, Gmelch, 



Sharp, Condry
Film: The Kayapo and/or The Business of Hunger
 
   

*** FINAL EXAM***  

Friday, July 31: 4:00-7:00 HSSB 1174
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