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Environmental Health & Safety

Instructions for Administrators:

 Use of Web-based Lab Safety Video for:

 Undergraduates Doing Research or Postdoctoral Staff

Background

Documented safety training is a legal requirement1 for lab workers per numerous regulations (OSHA, EPA, SB Fire.)  Per campus policy2 it is the responsibility of department administrations and supervisors to assure that this training is done.   

Undergraduates Working in Research Labs

There are many undergrads working in research labs – for units, or for pay, or as volunteers.  Ideally, they should go through the 3-hour EH&S Lab Safety Orientation which is taught quarterly3.  However, this is difficult given undergrad schedules and high turnover in research labs, etc.    As an alternative, EH&S has produced a 30-minute video that undergrads must view and take the associated quiz.  The video is now available for viewing on the internet:  http://www.lifesci.ucsb.edu/labsafety
When the web-based version operates it is less work for administrators than the CD-based version, since there is no paper to handle other than giving the student an “instructions” page.  

Unfortunately, the web-based training does not work with all computer hardware/software – see below.   Therefore, department administrators should continue to keep the previously distributed CD-based version available for those individuals.

Note that this video is only for use with undergrads doing research – graduate students are still required to attend the 3-hour class.  Most grad students fulfill this requirement in the Fall thru training sessions that EH&S does in cooperation with departments. 

Postdoctoral Staff

Given the experience level of postdocs, the training they need is minimal and focuses on local UCSB procedures3.  Accordingly, EH&S has produced a 15-minute web-based video that all lab postdocs must view and take the associated quiz. 

Administrator Instructions

Who needs to do the training?   

If the undergrad or postdoc will be working in a laboratory with hazardous materials (chemicals, compressed gases, radioactive isotopes, etc.) they need to do so. 

What do I give them?

A copy of the “Instructions”  page which will tell them how to access the video via the internet.  The instructions page is available from EH&S (x-4899).   If for whatever reason, an individual can not run the web-based tool, then give them the CD-based version.   Instructions/handouts for this were previously distributed.

What is on the website?

a. Two video options:  one labeled “Undergradute Lab Training” and one “Postdoc Lab Training” .     

b. A set of handouts which they should print out and use to complete the associated quiz.   They should keep the handouts when finished for reference.

c. A quiz which is completed and submitted on-line

What computer application do they need?

QuickTime(version 6 or higher) and Acrobat Reader.   If they do not have those applications on their machines they can download the software directly from the webpage where the video resides.  

Then what?

The quiz will automatically be e-mailed to EH&S where it will be graded and recorded.   They then send a training checklist to their supervisor via your Department Safety Rep.

Any questions should be directed to the EH&S Lab Safety Manager at x-4899.   Thanks for your help.

Footnotes:

1. Supervisors are still legally responsible for providing appropriate training on the specific safety issues relevant to their labs.  See: http://ehs.ucsb.edu/documentsforms/manuals/iipp.pdf 

(pg. 11)  for details.

2. Campus policy #  5400: http://ucsbuxa.ucsb.edu/policies/vcas/ehs/ehs-policies.html
3. Departments can make attendance at the 3-hour class mandatory, but unless departments rigorously track attendance this policy is ineffective.  To enroll in the class see the EH&S website:   http://ehs.ucsb.edu    Click on “Training Schedules”  (class is usually scheduled 2-3 weeks prior)

