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[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]EDUCATION
2026 - present University of California, Santa Barbara, Santa Barbara, CA
· Department of Integrated Anthropological Studies, PhD student
2021- 2025    University of California, San Diego, La Jolla, CA
· Major: Biological Anthropology (B.S.), Departmental Honors
· Minors: Computational Social Science; Human Developmental Science
· Overall GPA: 3.912, Major GPA: 3.975, Cum Laude
Fall 2023    CHID Study Abroad Program, University of Washington, Prague, Czechia

HONORS
Phi Beta Kappa: National Honor Society, 2025 - present
Sherman Washburn Award for Excellence in Biological Anthropology: UCSD, best honors thesis in Bio Anth, 2025
Marshall Scholar Award: UCSD, Marshall College, awarded for high academic merit, 2025
Provost Honors: UCSD: all quarters Fall 2021-Spring 2024 

PUBLICATIONS
· Rejzek, L. C.*, Lee, A.*, Leal Hernandez, Z. P., Rajagopalan, R. M., & Non, A. L. (2026). Obstetric views on reduced preterm birth rates early in the COVID-19 pandemic. Social Science & Medicine, 390, 118855. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.socscimed.2025.118855 * denotes co-first authorship
· Non, A. L., Rabay, C. J., & Rejzek, L. C. (2025). Beyond the genome: intergenerational inheritance through epigenetics and other pathways. Epigenomics, 17(16), 1137–1140. https://doi.org/10.1080/17501911.2025.2568370

RESEARCH EXPERIENCE

Department of Anthropology, UC San Diego, La Jolla, CA

Non Lab Research Assistant
· August 2025-present. Principal Investigator: Dr. Amy Non and Dr. Kimberly D’anna-Hernandez
Project Title: Mothers Open to Measuring Stress (MOMS) Study 
Duties: Utilize R and Excel for the analysis of cortisol and other biomarker data, conduct a scoping review of related papers, present data at multiple conferences, collaborate on brainstorming potential areas of analysis with researchers at Marquette University, use behavioral video coding metrics for analyzing LabTab data, organize and enter data utilizing Excel. 

· June 2025-present. Principal Investigator: Dr. Amy Non
Project Title: Influences of the COVID-19 Pandemic on Preterm Birth
Duties: Organize and plan a research experiment with co-collaborators, utilize CDC natality data to analyze demographic differences in preterm birth rates during the pandemic, synthesize interview data findings, divide complex mixed-methods data into two separate publications, write up findings for publication, revise and resubmit publications for Social Science and Medicine, incorporating medical anthropology analysis. 

· June 2025-present. Principal Investigator: Dr. Lindsey Burnett
Project Title: The Role of Social Support in Addressing Birth Trauma
Duties: Collaborate on writing a narrative review focusing on the role of social support in mitigating birth trauma, utilizing examples from animal models, human evolutionary history, and clinical studies of social support.

· June 2023-June 2025. Principal Investigator: Dr. Amy Non
Project Title: Clinical Perspectives on Preterm Birth During the COVID-19 Pandemic
Duties: Building on trends found in CDC nationwide natality data file, organize and plan a research experiment with co-collaborators, schedule and host interviews with obstetricians located across the U.S., transcribe interviews, code interview data using MAXQDA software, conduct a scoping review of related papers on preterm birth, induction, and overmedicalization, collaborate on mixed-methods analysis, present data at multiple conferences, write a summary paper and a small editorial. 

· September-December 2022. Principal Investigator: Dr. Amy Non
Project Title: Epigenetics and social inequalities in asthma
Duties: Aided with systematic literature review on papers surrounding racial differences in asthma patients, analyzed papers for relevant content surrounding social determinants of health and prevalence of structural racism in relation to environmental health.

Honors Thesis
· September 2024 – June 2025.
Project Title: Centering Social Support: Evolutionary Mismatches, Historical Harms, and Modern Transformations in American Perinatal Care
Duties: Compile literature review of relevant sources surrounding evolutionary history, birth work, overmedicalization of birth, and obstetric racism. Recruit midwife interview participants, engage in participant observation of Centering Pregnancy prenatal group, create interview guide, create codebook and determine themes within interviews, analyze interviews, and compile a multi-chapter 60-page thesis manuscript. Presented findings at an internal symposium and a regional conference. 
Thesis Manuscript 

Guedes Lab Volunteer Undergraduate Researcher
· October 2021-May 2023. Principal Investigator: Dr. Jade d’Alpoim Guedes
Project Title: Harappa Seed Analysis
Duties: Develop and organize a cataloging system for seed samples in various collections, file seed data on an online database, support graduate students with dissertation research on changing climate and subsistence systems. 

Department of Anthropology, UC Santa Barbara, CA
Volunteer Research Assistant
· June 2025 – present. Principal Investigator: Dr. Amy Boddy
Project Title: Medical Gaslighting Project
Duties: Attend biweekly meetings to discuss questionnaires, make table of questionnaire language for comparison, help with developing language for questionnaires discussing questions for patients and providers surrounding medical gaslighting within birth settings.

Center for Community Health, UC San Diego, CA
Volunteer Undergraduate Researcher
· May 2025 – June 2025
Project Title: Growing Equity – Funding Urban Agriculture: Highlighting Farmer Perspectives
Duties: Collaborate with UCSD Center for Community Health in USP 142C course to interview urban organic farmers selected for the 2025 Growing Equity Grant. Interviewed La Chispa Farm, Hutano Produce, Grow Eco Farm, and Hukama Produce utilizing a semi-structured guide, transcribed interviews, and created a video essay for the Growing Equity website highlighting farmer perspectives on the importance of access to culturally relevant and organic food to combat the prevalence of food deserts in urban areas.


RESEARCH FELLOWSHIPS AND SCHOLARSHIPS
Triton Research Experience and Learning Scholars (TRELS) Conference Award, UCSD                      Spring 2025
· Provides travel/lodging funding for undergraduate students traveling to conferences.
Anthropology Department Research Grant, UCSD                                                                                  2024-2025
· Provides funding for undergraduate research, including conference travel costs
Chancellor’s Scholarship for Social Science Summer Research, UCSD                                                Summer 2024
· Provides summer funding for undergraduate research within the social sciences.                     
Spring Triton Research Experience and Learning Scholars (TRELS), UCSD                                          Spring 2024
· Provides funding for quarterly undergraduate research.
Triton Research Experience and Learning Scholars (TRELS) Conference Award, UCSD                      Spring 2024
· Provides travel/lodging funding for undergraduate students traveling to conferences.
CSA Fraternal Life Merit Scholarship, CSA Fraternal Life Organization                                                   2023-2024
· Merit-based tuition award for CSA members.
Chancellor’s Scholarship for Social Science Summer Research, UCSD                                                Summer 2023
· Provides summer funding for undergraduate research within the social sciences.  
Shores Merit Scholar, UCSD                                                                                                                    2021-2025
· Provides tuition scholarship to top academic merit out-of-state admitted students for four years.

CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS
· 2025. “Centering Social Support: Evolutionary Mismatches, Historical Harms, and Modern Transformations in American Perinatal Care.” UCSD Department of Anthropology Honors Thesis Presentation. La Jolla, CA, June 6. Podium Presentation.

· 2025. “MOMS matter: A comprehensive analysis of the influence of maternal cultural and behavioral factors on child development among Mexican Americans.” Horizons Global Health Symposium. La Jolla, CA, May 14. Poster Presentation.

· 2025. “The Need for Social Support: Evolutionary Mismatches and Modern Transformations in American Perinatal Care.” California Workshop for Evolutionary Social Science (CWESS). Santa Barbara, CA, May 3-4. Podium Presentation.

· 2025. “MOMS matter: A comprehensive analysis of the influence of maternal cultural and behavioral factors on child development among Mexican Americans.” American Association of Biological Anthropologists (AABA) 94th Annual Meeting. Baltimore, MD, March 12-15. Poster Presentation.

· 2024. “Why community matters: Influences of maternal social support and maternal adherence to Mexican cultural values on stress reactivity of Mexican-descent infants.” UCSD Summer Research Conference, La Jolla, CA, August 14-15. Podium Presentation.

· 2024. “Mysterious Drops in Preterm Birth During the COVID-19 Pandemic and Overmedicalization of Childbirth.” American Association of Biological Anthropologists (AABA) 93rd Annual Meeting. Los Angeles, CA, March 21-24. Podium Presentation

· 2023. “Explaining the Mysterious Drop in Preterm Birth During the COVID-19 Pandemic: A Commentary on Overmedicalization.” UCSD Summer Research Conference, La Jolla, CA, August 17-18. Podium Presentation.




OTHER VOLUNTEER EXPERIENCE
UCSD Early Child Education Center, UC San Diego, Student Teacher Aide            	        September - December 2024
· 5-6 hours weekly, plan lessons, communicate with students in Spanish and English, organize early literacy and mathematical logic activities following age-appropriate guidelines, facilitate socioemotional learning activities, uplift anti-bias and culturally competent curriculum

KSDT College Radio, UC San Diego, Music DJ                                                            September 2021 – June 2025
· Student radio show host and DJ for Radio Show, 11 quarters consecutively

Team Read, Seattle WA, Ambassador, Elementary School Reading Coach             	       October 2018 – August 2021
· Over 150 hours (paid and volunteer) tutoring and mentoring ESL Seattle Public School elementary students, communicated in English and Spanish, assisted in designing and implementing online Team Read for COVID

COMPETITIVE ATHLETICS
UCSD Women’s Club Volleyball Team, UC San Diego                                                            October 2021 - 2025
· Treasurer (2022-23), Co-President (2023-2024), starting setter, compete in regional and national tournaments

SKILLS 
Language: Spanish (intermediate)
Programs: Python, R, SPSS, Microsoft Office, MAXQDA
Certifications: CPR (adult and children)
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