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GREGORY DANIEL WILSON 
 Assistant Professor of Anthropology 

 
Department of Anthropology 

 University of California 
 Santa Barbara, California 93106-3210 

 (610) 844-3734 
gdwilson@anth.ucsb.edu 

 
 
EDUCATION: 
Ph.D. 2005 University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill Anthropology 
M.A. 1998 University of Oklahoma, Norman  Anthropology 
B.A. 1994 Southern Illinois University, Carbondale               Philosophy 
 
PROFESSIONAL INTERESTS: 
REGIONAL: Prehistory of the eastern United States 
TOPICAL: Complexity, inequality, violence, social memory, identity 
OTHER: Household archaeology, architecture, ceramic, and lithic analysis 
 
TEACHING POSITIONS: 
2008-  Assistant Professor, University of California, Santa Barbara 
2005-2007 Adjunct Professor, Department of Anthropology, Muhlenberg College 
2002  Instructor, Duke University: Talent Identification Program (TIP) Archaeology Course 
 
PUBLICATIONS: 
In Press Mounds, Buildings, and Bodies: Kinship and Community Practices at the Moundville Site. In 

Rethinking Moundville and Its Hinterland, edited by V. P. Steponaitis and C. M. Scarry, 
University of Alabama Press. 

In Press Living With War: The Impact of Chronic Warfare on the Mississippian Central Illinois River 
Valley.” Oxford Handbook of North American Archaeology, edited by T.R. Pauketat, Oxford 
University Press. 

In Press Categories of Complexity and the Preclusion of Practice. In Ancient Complexities: New 
Perspectives in Pre-Columbian North America, edited by Susan Alt, University of Utah Press. 
(By Jon B. Marcoux and Gregory D. Wilson) 

2010 Social and Spatial Dimensions of Moundville Mortuary Practices. In Mississippian Mortuary 
Practices: Beyond Hierarchy and the Representationist Perspective, edited by Lynn P. Sullivan 
and Robert C. Mainfort, Jr.  Pp. 74-89.  University Press of Florida, Gainesville. (by Gregory D. 
Wilson, Vincas P. Steponaitis, and Keith P. Jacobi) 

2010 Community, Identity, and Social Memory at Moundville. American Antiquity 75(1):3-18 
2008 The Archaeology of Everyday Life at Early Moundville.  University of Alabama Press, 

Tuscaloosa. 
2006 Square Pegs in Round Holes: Organizational Diversity Between Early Moundville and Cahokia. 

In Leadership & Polity in Mississippian Society, edited by B. M. Butler and P. D. Welch, pp. 43-
72. Center for Archaeological Investigations Occasional Paper No.33, Southern Illinois 
University, Carbondale.  (by Gregory D. Wilson, Jon B. Marcoux, and Brad Koldehoff) 

2005 Review of Caborn-Welborn: Constructing a New Society after the Angel Chiefdom Collapse, 
written by David Pollack, University of Alabama Press, Tuscaloosa.  Journal of Anthropological 
Research 61:267-268. 

2002 Ceramics. In The Woodland Ridge Site and Late Woodland Land Use in the Southern American 
Bottom, edited by Brad Koldehoff, pp. 65-100. Transportation Archaeological Research Reports 
No. 15. Illinois Transportation Archaeological Research Program, University of Illinois, Urbana. 
(by Brad Koldehoff and Gregory D. Wilson) 
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2002  Boiling, Baking, and Pottery Breaking: A Functional Analysis of Ceramic Vessels from Coweeta 
Creek. Southeastern Archaeology 21(1):29-35. (by Gregory D. Wilson and Christopher B. 
Rodning) 

2002 Review of The Archaeology of Downtown Cahokia: The Tract-15A and Dunham Tract 
Excavations, written by Timothy R. Pauketat, Illinois Transportation Archaeological Research 
Program, Studies in Archaeology 1. University of Illinois at Urbana Champaign.  Southeastern 
Archaeology 21(2):272-273. 

2001 Crafting Control and the Control of Crafts: Rethinking the Moundville Greenstone Industry. 
Southeastern Archaeology 20(2):118-128. 

1999 The Production and Consumption of Mississippian Fineware in the American Bottom. 
Southeastern Archaeology 18(2):98-109. 

1998 The Miller Farm Sites: Early Mississippian Occupations on Turkey Hill.  Illinois Antiquity 33 
(2):4-9. (by Gregory D. Wilson and Brad Koldehoff) 

1996 Insight Through Icons.  Illinois Archaeology 8(1,2):23-37. 
 
AWARDS AND HONORS: 
2007  C.B. Moore Award for an Outstanding Young Scholar in the Archaeology of the Southeastern 

U.S., Lower Mississippi Survey, Southeastern Archaeological Conference. 
2000 Winner of the Southeastern Archaeological Conference Student Paper Competition for Small 

Celt, Big Celt, Old Celt, New Celt: The Moundville Greenstone Industry. 
1998 Honorable Mention in the Southeastern Archaeological Conference Student Paper Competition 

for The Production and Consumption of Mississippian Fineware in the American Bottom. 
 
GRANTS & FELLOWSHIPS: 
2009 UCSB Regents’ Humanities Faculty Fellowship (RHFF) “Living with War: The Impact of 

Chronic Hostilities on Everyday Life in the Late Prehistoric Illinois Valley” 
2009 UCSB Academic Senate Grant “Living with War in the Central Illinois River Valley” 
2001 National Science Foundation Dissertation Improvement Grant for Mississippian Household  

Organizational Dynamics in the Era of Moundville’s Consolidation. 

2001 University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill Graduate School Travel Grant for research 
presentation at the 66th Annual Meeting of the Society for American Archaeology. 

 
PROFESSIONAL PAPERS: 
 
2010 Up in Smoke: The Mode of Abandonment of Mississippian Burned Structures in Western Illinois. 

Presented at the 75th Annual Society for American Archaeology Conference, St. Louis, MO. (by 
Gregory D. Wilson and Dana N. Bardolph) 

2010 Early Engraved Wares at Moundville. Presented at the 75th Annual Society for American 
Archaeology Conference, St. Louis, MO. (by Vincas P. Steponaitis and Gregory D. Wilson) 

2009 Organizational Variation Among Mississippian Groundstone Celt Industries. Presented at the 
Southeastern Archaeological Conference, Mobile AL. (by Gregory D. Wilson and Brad 
Koldehoff) 

2009 Mississippian Household and Community Practices at Moundville. Presented at the 74th Annual 
Society for American Archaeology Conference, Atlanta, GA. 

2009 City Walls and Frontier Fortifications: Interregional Variation in Late Prehistoric Warfare in 
Midwestern North America. UCLA Cotsen Institute of Archaeology, Los Angeles, CA. 

2008 Weapons of War in the Central Illinois River Valley. Presented at the Southeastern 
Archaeological Conference, Charlotte, NC. 

2008 Warfare and History in the Northern Mississippian World. Santa Barbara County Archaeological 
Society, Santa Barbara, CA. 

2008 Trajectories of Violence: Mississippian Warfare in the American Bottom and Central Illinois 
River Valley. Presented at the Cahokia Conference, Collinsville, IL. 
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2008 Archaeology at the Moundville Site in West-Central Alabama, Illinois Archaeological Society, 
Dickson Mounds Museum, IL. 

2007 City Walls and Frontier Fortifications: Historical Variation in Warfare Between the Middle 
Mississippian American Bottom and Central Illinois River Valley. Presented at the Southeastern 
Archaeological Conference, Knoxville, TN. (by Gregory D. Wilson and Dawnie Steadman) 

2007 Categories of Complexity and the Preclusion of Practice. Presented at the 72nd Annual Society 
for American Archaeology Conference, Austin, TS. (by Jon B. Marcoux and Gregory D. Wilson) 

2007 House and Clan: The Archaeology of Memory at Moundville. Presented at the 72nd Annual 
Society for American Archaeology Conference, Austin, TS. 

2006 Social and Spatial Dimensions of Moundville Mortuary Practice. Presented at the Southeastern 
Archaeological Conference, Little Rock, AK. (by Gregory D. Wilson and Vincas P. Steponaitis) 

2005 Enduring Domestic Groups: an Investigation of Moundville’s Residential History. Presented at 
the Southeastern Archaeological Conference, Greenville, SC. 

2003 Mapping the Moundville Community: A GIS Analysis of the Moundville Roadway. Presented at 
the Southeastern Archaeological Conference, Charlotte, NC. (by Gregory D. Wilson and R.P. 
Stephen Davis) 

2001 The Organization of Everyday Life at Moundville. Presented at the Southeastern Archaeological 
Conference, Chattanooga, TN. 

2001 Small Celt, Big Celt, Old Celt, New Celt: The Moundville Greenstone Industry. Presented at the 
66th Annual Society for American Archaeology Conference, New Orleans, LA. 

2001 The Form and Function of Cherokee Ceramics, Presented at the 65th Annual Society for 
American Archaeology, Philadelphia, PA. (by Gregory D. Wilson and Christopher B. Rodning). 

2000 Small Celt, Big Celt, Old Celt, New Celt: The Moundville Greenstone Industry. Presented at the 
Southeastern Archaeological Conference, Macon, GA. 

1999 Boiling, Baking and Pottery Breaking: 17th Century Cherokee Foodways in Southwestern North 
Carolina. Presented at the Southeastern Archaeological Conference, Baton Rouge, LA. 
(by Gregory D. Wilson, Amber M. VanDerwarker, Kandace R. Detwiler, and Christopher B. 
Rodning) 

1998 The Production and Consumption of Mississippian Fineware in the American Bottom. Presented 
at the Southeastern Archaeological Conference, Greenville, SC. 

1997 Heading for the Hills: A Case Study of Early Mississippian Resistance in the American Bottom. 
Presented at the Southeastern Archaeological Conference, Baton Rouge, LA. 

1996 Iconography and Elite Authority: A Study of Lohmann-phase engraved ceramics from the 
American Bottom. Presented at the Southeastern Archaeological Conference, Birmingham, AL. 

1994 Clues to Consolidation: An Update on the Early Cahokia Project’s Excavations in the American 
Bottom. Presented at the Southeastern Archaeological Conference, Lexington, KY. 

 
REVIEWER FOR: 
Articles and Books: Alta Mira Press, Cambridge Press, University of Oklahoma Press, Oxford University 
Press, Journal of Anthropological Research, Southeastern Archaeology, Illinois Antiquity, Alabama 
Archaeology, Midcontinental Journal of Archaeology. 
 
ARCHAEOLOGICAL FIELD EXPERIENCE: 
2010 Field Supervisor for the Living with War Project: Remote sensing of the Eveland site (Fulton 

County, IL) 
2008 Field Supervisor for University of California, Santa Barbara excavations on Santa Cruz Island, 

California. 
2004 Field Supervisor for the Moche Origins Project: Excavation of the Sierra Leon site (Peru). 
2003 Field Archaeologist for Advanced Archaeological Assessments: Archaeological survey of the 

North Carolina Botanical Gardens (Orange County, NC). 
2001 Field Archaeologist for Dr. Jane Eastman: Excavation of a Historic farmhouse and grounds, 

(Roanoke Island, NC). 
2001 Field Archaeologist for Wake Forest University Archaeology Labs: Excavation of Archaic and 
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Woodland sites (Cumberland County, NC) 
2000 Field Supervisor for the Moche Origins Project: Excavation of the Ciudad De Dios site (Peru). 
2000 Field Supervisor for the Moundville Project: Excavation of the Grady Bobo Site (Tuscaloosa 

County, Alabama). 
1999 Field Supervisor for the Moundville Project: Excavation of the Grady Bobo Site (Tuscaloosa 

County, Alabama). 
1998 Field Supervisor for the Illinois Transportation Archaeological Research Program: Excavation of 

the Emerald Mound and Dugan Airfield sites (St. Clair County, IL). 
1997 Field Archaeologist for the Illinois Transportation Archaeological Research Program: Excavation 

of the Booker T. Washington site (St. Clair County, IL), University of Illinois). 
1997 Volunteer Field Archaeologist for University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill: Excavation of the 

Jenrette and Wall sites (Orange County, NC). 
1996 Field Archaeologist for Archaeological Research Consultants Inc.: Test excavations at the 

Harker’s Island Site, (Currituck County, NC). 
1996 Field Archaeologist for the Early Cahokia Project: Excavation of the Halliday site (St. Clair 

County, IL) and Emerald Mound (Madison County, IL). 
1995 Field Archaeologist for University of Oklahoma at Norman: Archaeological survey of the 

Paquima polity, Chihuahua, Mexico. 
1995 Field Archaeologist for University of Oklahoma at Norman: Archaeological survey of the 

Metztitlan valley, Central Mexico, University of Oklahoma at Norman. 
1995 Field Supervisor for the Early Cahokia Project: Excavation of the Halliday Site (St Clair County, 

IL) and the Olzewski site (St. Clair County, IL). 
1994 Field Supervisor for the Early Cahokia Project: Excavation of Mound 49 at the Cahokia Site (St. 

Clair County, IL), the Morrison site (Madison County, IL), and the Horseshoe Lake site (Madison 
County, IL). 

1994 Field Archaeologist for Southern Illinois University at Edwardsville: Excavation of the Dugan 
Airport site (Monroe County, IL). 

1994 Field Archaeologist for Southern Illinois University at Carbondale: Archaeological survey of the 
Halliday site (St. Clair County, IL). 

1993 Field Archaeologist for Southern Illinois University at Edwardsville: Excavation of the Tonyes 
site (Monroe county, IL), the Judy Kuhante site (Monroe County, IL), the Earl Kolmer site 
(Monroe County, IL), and the Petit Michelle site (St. Clair County, IL). 

1992 Field Archaeologist for Southern Illinois University at Edwardsville: Excavation of the East St. 
Louis site (St. Clair County, IL). 

1985 Volunteer Field Archaeologist for University of Illinois at Urbana: Excavation of the Holding site 
(Madison County, IL). 

1984 Field Archaeologist in the Cahokia Mounds Museum Society field school: Excavation of the East 
Palisade at the Cahokia site (Madison County, IL). 

 
PROFESSIONAL SOCIETIES: 
Society for American Archaeology 
Southeastern Archaeological Conference 
Illinois Archaeological Society 
 
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE: 
2010 Conference organization committee for the 75th Annual meeting of the Society for American 

Archaeology, St. Louis, MO. 
2001 Southeastern Archaeological Conference Student Affairs Committee 
2001 Graduate Student Admissions Committee: University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill 
 
DEPARTMENTAL SERVICE: 
2009-2010 Member, UCSB Department of Anthropology Webpage committee 
2008-2009 Member, UCSB Department of Anthropology Webpage committee 
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2008-2009 UCSB Department of Anthropology Search committee for Archaeology Position 
2008  Committee Chair, UCSB Department of Anthropology Spring Graduate Pro-seminar 
2008 Speaker, UCSB Department of Anthropology UCSB Anthropology Student Union (ASU) 
 
STUDENT COMMITTEES: 
In Progress  2008  Chair, Ph.D. Committee for Melissa Hodelin, UCSB 
In Progress  2008  Member, MA Committee for Dana Bardolph, UCSB 
In Progress  2009  Member, MA Committee for Mathew Biwer, UCSB 
In Progress  2008  Member, MA Committee for Diana Dyste-Anzures, UCSB 
In Progress  2009  Member, MA Committee for Zachariah Hubbell, UCSB 
In Progress  2009  Member, MA Committee for Craig Smith, UCSB 
Completed   2009  Member, Ph.D. Committee for Jason Toohey, UCSB 
In Progress  2009  Member, Ph.D. Committee for Mohamed Faroug Abdelrahman, UCSB 
In Progress  2008  Member, Ph.D. Committee for George Herbst, UCSB 
In Progress  2008  Member, Ph.D. Committee for Erik Marsh, UCSB 
In Progress  2008  Member, Ph.D. Committee for Christopher Pollock, UCSB 
In Progress  2008  Member, Ph.D. Committee for Elizabeth Sutton, UCSB 
 
REFERENCES AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST 
 


